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William & Mary Environmental Law and Policy Review 
Volume 40 Spring Symposium 
William & Mary Law School, Room 120 
Co-sponsored by the Virginia Coastal Policy Center 
Friday, February 26, 2016 
9:15 AM Check-in  
 
9:40-9:45AM Welcome  
Ross D. Natividad ‘16, Editor-in-Chief  
 
9:45-10 AM Opening Remarks 
Dean Davison M. Douglas 
 
10-11:10 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is “Environmental Justice”? 
Moderator: Mary Boothe ‘17, Assistant Symposium Editor 
 
Ryan N. Fitzpatrick, Esq., U.S. Department of Transportation 
Daniel E. Gogal, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of 
Environmental Justice 
Alice Kaswan, University of San Francisco School of Law 
Patrice Lumumba Simms, Howard University School of Law 
 
11:30-11:20 PM 
 
Break 
 
11:20-12:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EJ Where We Live, Work & Play 
Moderator: Rosemary E. Hambright ‘16, Symposium Editor 
 
Dr. Lenneal Henderson, College of William & Mary 
Dr. Erica L. Holloman, Southeast CARE Coalition 
Virginia Ruiz, Farmworker Justice 
Michael J. Walker, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
12:30-1:25 PM 
 
Lunch 
Please join us for lunch in the lobby. 
 
  
 
  
1:25-1:30 PM Thanks from the Virginia Coastal Policy Center 
Elizabeth Andrews, Esq., Director 
  
1:30-2:40 PM 
 
 
 
 
Grassroots Leadership 
Moderator: Alfred Gabbin ‘16, Virginia Coastal Policy Center   
Dr. Nicky Sheats, Esq., New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance 
Dr. Andrea Y. Simpson, University of Richmond 
Sharonda Williams-Tack, Sierra Club 
 
2:40-2:50 PM 
 
Break 
 
2:50-4:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
International Environmental Justice 
Moderator: Emily Gabor ‘17, Assistant Symposium Editor 
 
Maryann Nolan Chong, U.S. Agency for International Development 
Upasana Khatri, EarthRights International 
Jesse Worker, World Resources Institute 
4:00-6:00 PM Reception 
Speakers, journal members, and William & Mary alumni are 
welcome to join us in the lobby for drinks and light 
refreshments. 
 
 
The William & Mary Environmental Law and Policy Review (ELPR) began in 1975 as 
a newsletter entitled Environmental Practice News. By 1990 the publication evolved into the 
William & Mary Journal of Environmental Law, and in 1995 took on its current 
manifestation. Publishing three times a year, ELPR focuses on current topics in 
environmental law and the policy implications behind the law. 
 
 
 
 
 
Cosponsored by:  
	  
 
Speakers 
 
Maryann Nolan Chong is a Program Operations Specialist 
with U.S. Agency for International Development's Office of 
U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, within the Bureau for 
Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance. Prior to 
law school she worked as an Intelligence Research Specialist 
for the Department of Treasury’s Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network and as a Critical Infrastructure 
Protection Analyst as part of a contract with the Department 
of Navy Critical Infrastructure Assurance Office. After graduating from William & 
Mary Law School, she completed a Post-Graduate Fellowship with International 
Bridges to Justice in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Once she returned to the U.S., 
Maryann took a position with the International Programs Division of the National 
Center for State Courts as a Program Manager. In 2010 Maryann joined East-West 
Management Institute as a Senior Program Manager.  
 
Ryan N. Fitzpatrick, Esq. works as the Lead Civil Rights 
Analyst in the Federal Highway Administration’s Office of 
Civil Rights. Prior to attending law school, Mr. Fitzpatrick 
served as an AmeriCorps National Direct volunteer, working 
as a construction supervisor for the New Orleans Area 
Habitat for Humanity following Hurricane Katrina. He went 
on to graduate with honors from George Washington 
University Law School. In 2014, he served with the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Federal Coordination and Compliance Section in the Civil 
Rights Division. 
 
Daniel E. Gogal is a Senior Environmental Protection 
Specialist with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Office of Environmental Justice (OEJ), where he has 
worked since June 1992. He is currently serving as EPA’s 
Lead for International Human Rights Agreement and has 
worked in various capacities for the agency’s environmental 
justice program over the past 24 years. He is also the Tribal 
and Indigenous Peoples Program Manager for OEJ and has 
been working on tribal and indigenous peoples’ environmental policy and 
environmental justice issues for over 28 years. 
 
 
 
Dr. Lenneal Henderson is currently an Adjunct Professor 
of Government at the College of William & Mary. He 
received his A.B., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from the 
University of California, Berkeley, and completed his post-
doctoral work at the Paul Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies at Johns Hopkins University. He 
participated in the First National Summit of People of Color 
and the Environment in 1991 and testified in support of 
President Clinton’s Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, in 
1994.   
 
Dr. Erica L. Holloman earned both a B.S. in Marine and 
Environmental Science and a M.S. in Biology with a 
concentration in Environmental Science from Hampton 
University. In January 2012, Dr. Holloman became the first 
African American woman to obtain a doctoral degree from 
the School of Marine Science at the College of William & 
Mary, Virginia Institute of Marine Science. Dr. Holloman’s 
area of expertise lies in the field of environmental risk 
assessments (human and ecological), community-based 
participatory research, and environmental justice. Currently, she is working with the 
Greater Southeast Development Corporation as project coordinator for the 
Southeast CARE Coalition.  
 
Alice Kaswan, a professor at the University of San 
Francisco School of Law since 1999, teaches Environmental 
Law, Property, Climate Change Law, and Administrative 
Law. She received her J.D., cum laude, from Harvard Law 
School in 1991. She clerked for Justice Marie Garibaldi on 
the New Jersey Supreme Court and then practiced 
environmental and land use law in New York City with Berle, 
Kass & Case and Morgan, Lewis & Bockius. Professor 
Kaswan's recent scholarly work explores the environmental justice implications of 
domestic programs for greenhouse gases and for climate adaptation, and she has also 
written extensively about the role of state and local governments in climate change 
adaptation and mitigation policy. Her most recent project critiques the way in which 
“environmental justice” analyses conceptualize and utilize environmental justice 
data. 
 
  
 
Upasana Khatri has been a Bertha Legal Fellow at 
EarthRights International (ERI) since 2014. Before 
graduating from the American University Washington 
College of Law, Upasana gained substantive experience in 
the field studying and working on the intersection of human 
rights accountability and environmental protection in the 
Amazon Basin, South Africa, and elsewhere. At ERI, she has 
worked largely on issues of corporate accountability both in 
support of U.S. litigation, as well as in advocacy and legal efforts in South America, 
such as assisting an ongoing civil lawsuit against Chiquita International for funding 
terrorism and human rights atrocities in Colombia.  
 
Virginia Ruiz is the Director of Occupational and 
Environmental Health at Farmworker Justice, a national 
advocacy and education organization based in Washington, 
D.C. whose mission is to empower farmworkers to improve 
their living and working conditions. She focuses on 
administrative advocacy and community education for low-
income Latino communities on issues related to environmental 
justice, occupational health and safety, and access to healthcare. 
After graduating from the College of William & Mary and 
receiving her J.D. from Stanford Law School, she worked as the Staff Attorney for 
California Rural Legal Assistance’s Indigenous Project, where she represented 
indigenous migrants from southern Mexico and Guatemala.   
 
Dr. Nicky Sheats, Esq., is currently the director of the 
Center for the Urban Environment of the John S. Watson 
Institute for Public Policy at Thomas Edison State 
University. Dr. Sheats is a founding member of the New 
Jersey Environmental Justice (EJ) Alliance, the EJ 
Leadership Forum on Climate Change, the EJ and Science 
Initiative, and an informal EJ attorneys group. Dr. Sheats has 
been appointed to several federal and state advisory councils 
including the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National EJ Advisory 
Council, the EPA’s Clean Air Act Advisory Committee and the New Jersey Clean 
Air Council. He was a co-author of the public health chapter of the National Climate 
Assessment. He holds an undergraduate degree in economics from Princeton 
University and a Master in Public Policy, J.D., and Ph.D. in Earth and Planetary 
Sciences from Harvard University. 
 
 
 
Patrice Lumumba Simms is currently an Associate 
Professor at Howard University School of Law. From 
February 2010 until August 2011, Professor Simms served in 
a political appointment with the Obama administration as a 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Department of 
Justice’s Environment and Natural Resources Division. 
Over the course of his career Professor Simms has worked 
for more than five years as a staff attorney in the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Office of General Counsel (Air and 
Radiation Law Office), for nearly two years as legal counsel to EPA’s Environmental 
Appeals Board, and for four years as a Senior Attorney with the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. He is also a member of the Counsel on Environmental Law for 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature and of the Board of Trustees 
for Earthjustice.  
 
Dr. Andrea Y. Simpson is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Political Science at the University of 
Richmond. Professor Simpson received her Ph.D. from 
Emory University and taught at the University of 
Washington in Seattle for 11 years before arriving at the 
University of Richmond. She specializes in the politics of 
race and gender intersectionality and social movements. 
Simpson’s current research focuses on the intersection of 
grassroots, black, and female activist movements. She is also working on an 
interdisciplinary project around the folk practice of “Hoodoo” in the South and the 
relationship to citizenship rights. 
 
Michael J. Walker serves as the Director of the National 
Enforcement Training Institute in the Office of 
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance at the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Washington, 
D.C., and has been involved in the litigation and negotiation 
of many high profile environmental enforcement actions 
since he began his career at the EPA in 1979. He is an adjunct 
Professor of Law at William & Mary Law School, where he 
teaches Natural Resources, and at the University of Toledo and University of 
Maryland School of Law, where he teaches a course on federal commercial chemical 
regulation. A member of the Senior Executive Service, he has served as the Special 
Emphasis Program Manager for Persons with Disabilities for ten years. 
 
 
 
Sharonda Williams-Tack is the Environmental Justice 
State Coordinator at Sierra Club. She works with states and 
state agencies to ensure that environmental justice and 
economic justice are key parts of state implementation of the 
Clean Power Plan. Prior to joining Sierra Club Mrs. Williams-
Tack worked as Environmental Justice Liaison at the Illinois 
EPA and as Environmental Advocacy and Policy 
Coordinator at WE ACT for Environmental Justice. She 
received her J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. 
 
Jesse Worker is an Associate with World Resources Institute 
(WRI)’s Access Initiative, which collaborates with partners 
across the world to improve access, participation, and justice in 
environmental decision-making. His work includes improving 
institutions governing climate change adaptation efforts. Prior to 
joining WRI, Jesse was as a climate change policy advocate as 
well as a Project Manager for an energy efficiency program 
evaluation. He has also worked in Senegal and Jamaica on 
community-based natural resource management and climate 
change adaptation. Jesse holds a master’s degree in Environmental Science and 
Public Policy from the University of Michigan. 
 
 
Tweet to Win!!! 
 
Send a tweet about the symposium with the hashtag #JusticeForAll and you’ll be entered for a 
chance to win a W&M travel tumbler filled with treats, courtesy of the William & Mary Environmental 
Law and Policy Review.  
 
 
 
 
